centres; but Benson and Voller (1997b: 12) suggest that it would be better to focus on "the content of learning and relationships between students, teachers and institutions": aspects of education which relate to the 'cultures' of particular kinds of learning environment.
A third use of the concept of culture relates to the learner in sociocultural context as opposed to the learner in isolation. Autonomy has sometimes been associated with a focus on the individual learner, with cultural context seen as either restricting individual freedom, or as irrelevant to it; and yet sociocultural context and collaboration with others are important features of education, and of our lives.
Learner Autonomy across Cultures examines these three issues in interrelation with each other, studying the ways in which culture and autonomy interact in a range of learning contexts. This collection brings together the focus on sociocultural context which has become influential in applied linguistics (Lantolf, 2000; Breen, 2001a) with global perspectives focusing on ethnic and other cultures (Coleman, 1996a; Oxford, 1996a; Canagarajah, 1999; Block and Cameron, 2002) . The contributions to this book link current theory, data and practice in language education to address the following overall questions:
1. What might 'learner autonomy' mean in the context of particular cultures? 2. Is autonomy (in the sense that it has been interpreted in language education) an appropriate educational goal across cultures? 3. If so, how can autonomy be enhanced in a variety of cultural contexts?
This book encompasses autonomous learning activities in educational, work and other settings in Canada, Hong Kong, Japan, Korea, Mexico, Portugal, Sri Lanka, Turkey, the United Kingdom and the United States. However, in an era of increasing globalization cultural context cannot be defined only by location: the activities described additionally involve learners and educators of Chinese, German, Irish and Polish backgrounds; while one chapter studies a virtual environment which could not be said to exist in a single location. Furthermore, as described below, any national or ethnic cultures interact in all these contexts with the cultures of organizations, professions and even particular classrooms.
This introduction will discuss first the concept of 'learner autonomy' and how it has been interpreted in the literature on language education; and then current conceptions of culture and how they relate to learner
